
APRC Meeting Minutes 
DATE: Friday: October 29th, 2021 

TIME: 12:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

LOCATION: Online via Teams 

Call to Order/Recording: 12:01 PM 

Quorum? Y/N  Yes. 17 of 17 members present 

 
Attendance 

Voting 
Members 

Name Present Name Present 
Julie Austin Yes Amanda MacTaggart Yes 
Cynthia Brassington Yes Latisha Nielsen Yes 
Marsha Bryant Yes Wanda Reyes-Dawes Yes 
Lourdes Cruz Yes Merilee Roussat Yes 
Amy Feest Yes Susan Topping Yes 
Jill Flanigan Yes Jaclyn Vincent Yes 
Carolina Flores Yes James Wilkinson Yes 
Lakisha Grant Washington Yes Robert Wyckoff Yes 
Hannelore Moeckel-Rieke Yes   

 

Non-Voting 
Members 

 

Susan Barzottini Yes Rebecca Rist-Brown Yes 
Bonnie Goulet Yes Michael Rooke No 
Charles Kelly Yes Fran Rosselli- Navarra Yes 
Ibtsam Mahfouz No Kimberly Sorrentino Yes 
Debra Zavatkay Yes Michael Stefanowicz Yes 
Jayne Pearson Yes Diane Clokey No 

 

Guests 

Andrea Levy: Honors Program Emily Canto: Honors Program 
Wesley Winterbottom: GWCC Legacy Engineering Christine Cherry: GWCC Legacy Engineering 
Eric Flynn: GWCC Legacy Engineering  Mark Comeau: Architecture 
Elizabeth Allen: Data Analytics  

 

 

Approval of Agenda 
Agenda Item Approval of Agenda 

Discussion § No Edits 

Motion Text  Adopt the agenda 
Who Motioned? Cynthia Brassington 
Who Seconded? Lourdes Cruz 

Result of Vote  For:  12   Against:   Abstained:  1 

Approval of Minutes 
Agenda Item Approval of Meeting Minutes from:  

Discussion § No discussion.   

Motion Text  Approve the meeting minutes that were corrected   



 

Curriculum 

Agenda Item Courses: Honors Courses 

Reps 
Presentations 

Marsha Bryant, Mike Stefanowicz, Andrea Levy, and Emily Canto 
§ 3 Courses: all 1 credit each.  
§ Honors program at MxCC is a unique program.   
§ This is a “program,” but not a degree program.  More of a certification and award.  Students are not getting 

a degree in honors; they are earning an Associates in Liberal Arts or General Studies with a status in 
honors.  They apply and are accepted into the program: it is selective admission based on academic status.  
The honors program is a combination of a degree program and competitive admission process.  

§ Questions about whether this will be a system wide program.  
§ MxCC is bringing the program forward as a unique cohort program.  Not everyone who applies get selected 

to partake in the program.  It is a cohort program and there are certain courses and requirements students 
must meet.  Unique sections of courses and honors courses, ex. Honors history section, English 101, and 
English 102. 

§ Honors will be campus specific and may continue that way so that students can earn an honors award.   
§ MCC has an honors program in which students take several honor course options and a capstone course.  It 

is a different model.   There can be differences in honors programs between campuses.   
§ The honors program at MxCC is in its 9th year.  Students start the “program” their first or second semester. 

They take the honors seminar every semester as a cohort and honors section of multiple general education 
courses together.  The program and courses culminate in a comprehensive Capstone project.  The goal of 
the program is to provide academic enrichment and help students develop academic leadership skills.   

§ The program features faculty and peer mentoring, field trips, networking, and advising.  The honors 
program can an accommodate almost every major at MxCC.  Every credit an honors student takes can 
count toward their degree if there is a 3-credit unrestricted elective or open elective in the degree program.    

§ Honors students have a higher rate of retention and success in transferring to BA programs with 
scholarships.  

§ Attracts strongly academically oriented students which has been beneficial to MxCC.  
§ Program originally contained 4 honors courses to include Honors 101, however, Honors 101 will be 

replaced by CCS 101.  The CCS 101 course may be taught as an honors designation so it will have a higher 
level rigor.   

 HON 102: Honors Seminar II 

§ A concern was expressed that we need more honors courses across 
all the campuses for equity.  Having them all align would be 
beneficial.  We should take the best and have a CT State Honors 
program as we need more of a general honors program, not a 
geographically specific program.   

§ Question about what is the best model for an honors program?  
TxCC has a women’s leadership program which is noncredit, but 
it is similar to the MxCC honors program.  It is option with a 
credit bearing option.   

§ NCC has an honors program as well.  
§ How does the program transfer?  All of the honors general 

education courses transfer.  The three honors classes total 3 
credits.  Some students have said they have not transfer while 
other students have had the credits transfer into BA programs.   

§ Appears to be a support program and does not necessarily need 
specialized credits.  

§ Concerned about it being only at one location that is may lead to 
equity and inclusion issues.  Concern that we don’t need classes 
for cohort models.  There are other programs doing the same 
supports and networking.   

§ How do this 1 credit courses fit into larger degree programs?  
Concern that if we want to make to make are system better, the 
program needs to be written as such.   How will the honors 
program fit into the new one college model?  Will we have honors 

Who Motioned? Carolina Flores 
Who Seconded? Amy Feest 

Result of Vote  For: 12 Against:   Abstained: 1  



cohorts at other campus?  That is the goal of the program, but 
right now it is just at MxCC.   

§ Mike Stefanowicz clarified the honors program at MxCC.  The 
proposal did not have an explanation because the honor program 
is not actually a “program” like a degree program.  It is more of 
designation.   

§ Question was posed; should these courses move forward knowing 
that they may be replicate at another campus, or they may not?   

§ Fran clarified what transpired with the honors courses.  This is a 
unique situation for APRC.  The courses are currently taught at 
MxCC and they need to be approved and move forward.  Fran’s 
teams looked through all the websites and made a list of all the 
honors programs systemwide.  The priority is to get the credit 
degree programs through first.  Fran and Mike have not completed 
the reach out to the other honors program.  Andy and Emily were 
proactive and reached out to Fran and Mike to make certain 
MxCC’s honors classes were moved forward in the alignment 
process.  

§ Concern posed that we need to think about how these courses will 
be incorporated into the degree work audit, as there is a concern 
that financial aid might not cover the courses.  The credits are 
covered in the open elective category or unrestricted elective.   

§ Honors program is not a BOR approved because the BOR 
approves degree programs, and Honors is not a degree program.  
The college approved this as the honors program, which the 
campus has a right to do.    

§ Clarification that APRC will be approving the honors courses, not 
a “program.”   

§ Concern that this is “messy”, and all the colleges should be 
involved in creating a one honors program for the system.    

HON 201: Honors Seminar III § This course also exists at MCC but it’s a 3-credit course.  Marsha 
is working on trying to align the course.   

HON 202: Honors Capstone 

§ Is this a common capstone that will go across all campuses?  
These are the courses required at MxCC.  Other colleges can 
adopt them if they wish and create a cohort program as well.  The 
Capstone course could be adopted by other campus.   

§ Concern that the 1 credit Capstone is not a lot of credits, and 
should the course be a 3-credit course or cross list with another 
capstone?  Andy explained that they have debated about the 
course being 1 credit or 3 credit.  All the students get the project 
done in 1 credit.   

Motion Text  Motion to approve courses. 
Who Motioned? Julie Austin 
Who Seconded? Cynthia Brassington 

Result of Vote For: 6   Against: 8     Abstained: 3   
 

Agenda Item Program and Courses: GWCC Legacy Engineering Technology Programs 

Reps 
Presentations 

Sue Barzottini, Eric Flynn, Christine Cherry, and Wesley Winterbottom.  
§ 4 Degrees, 3 Certificates, and 32 Courses. 
§ Eric presented a PowerPoint Presentation with all the GWCC legacy program.  
§ Articulation agreements use the program, University of Bridgeport, Fairfield University, and Central CT 

State University.   
§ High school partnership with Hamden High School, New Haven High School, and Ansonia High School.   
§ Critical to keep these program as is because of the partnerships.  
§ EET, CAD, and CST courses will be coming to APRC shortly.  Coming from the College of Technology 

(COT) on the 19th.  Electrical engineering will be brining forward the EET classes.   
Discussion Biomedical Engineering Technology §  



Biomedical Engineering Technology A.S 
Degree 

§ Once EET courses will be approved the perquisite issue will be 
addressed.  There was a math perquisite issue, which students now 
need Calculus I.   

BME 110: Biomedical Technology § Revised the outcomes.   

BME 116: Physiological Systems § No edits 

BME 210: Biomedical Instrumentation § No edits 

BME 212: Biomedical Equipment Design § No edits 
BME 214: Advanced Biomedical 
Instrumentation § No edits 

BME 220: Biomedical Practicum § No edits 

Computer Engineering Technology 

§ Is the CAD courses similar to manufacturing CAD courses?  
There are a few CAD courses that are similar.  The CAD in this 
program is specific for electronics CAD.  

§ Math perquisite issues was addressed.  
§ Students must take CET 124 as it is a very specific programming 

class and students cannot just take any program class. 
§ There are stackable credentials with the Computer Servicing 

Certificate.  Same 4 classes are within the A.S Degree Program.   
§ There was a missing course outline that was added last week.  

Computer Engineering Technology A.S 
Degree § No edits 

Computer Servicing Certificate § No edits 
CET 116: Computer Applications for 
Technology § No edits 

CET 124: Structured Programming § No edits 

CET 126: Computer Servicing § No edits 

CET 210: Computer Systems Software § No edits 
CET 270: Computer Engineering Technology 
Practicum § No edits 

Railroad Engineering Technology § 2 Programs.  

Railroad Engineering Technology A.S Degree § No edits 
Railroad Engineering Technology: Signaling 
and Communication Option A.S Degree § No edits 

RET 101: History of Railroading § Question about student learning outcomes, which were edited.   

RET 110: Careers in Railroad § No edits 
RET 120: Railroad Rules, Regulations, 
Standards & Practices § No edits 

RET 220: Safety in the Railroad Workplace § No edits 
RET 230: Reading & Interpreting Railroad 
Diagrams § No edits 

RET 240: Railroad Pneumatics & Hydraulic 
Controls § No edits 

RET 242: Railroad HVAC Systems § No edits 
RET 244: Railroad Electromechanical 
Troubleshooting § No edits 

RET 250: Railroad Signaling & Switching § No edits 

RET 252: Railroad Communications § No edits 
RET 254: Railroad Maintenance, 
Troubleshooting and Repair § No edits 



RET 270: Practicum in Passenger Railroad 
Technology § No edits 

RET 271: Practicum in Freight Railroad 
Technology § No edits 

Water Management  

§ Wesley work with utilities program at GWCC and is assisting 
with the Utilities Management A.S Degree.  

§ Program requires students be certified by two state agencies to 
work in the field of water management.  

§ Students can take a laboratory science course in the program.  
Water Management Certificate § No edits 

WMT 101: Water Treatment and Distribution § No edits 
WMT 102: Special Topics in Water 
Treatment § No edits 

WMT 103: Special Topics in Water 
Distribution § No edits 

Clean Water Management 
§ Questions about impact if student has a 1st level license and works 

on certificate.  Students would be exempt for the level they 
already have the license from.  

Clean Water Management Certificate § No edits 
CWM 106: Introduction to Utility 
Management § No edits 

CWM 108: Clean Water Chemistry, Biology, 
and Math § No edits 

CWM 110: Clean Water I § No edits 

CWM 112: Clean Water II § No edits 

CWM 114: Clean Water III § No edits 

Motion Text  Motion to approve program and courses as a group.  
Who Motioned? Cynthia Brassington 
Who Seconded? Julie Austin 

Result of Vote For: 17   Against:  0     Abstained:  0 
 

Agenda Item Program and Courses: Architectural Engineering 

Reps 
Presentations 

Sue Barzottini and Mark Comeau 
§ 1 Degree and 13 Courses. 
§ A unique program.  
§ Articulation agreements with surrounding colleges and universities.  
§ Issue with credit hours and contact hours that occurred during program normalization.   

Discussion 

Architectural Design Technology A.S Degree 

§ Is there a plan to standardize the graphics systems so students 
can move between campuses?  There are different graphic 
systems used, but the dashboards are very similar.  On a 
regional level, the colleges are responding to the transfer 
schools and what they have.   

§ Are students partaking in internships in this program?  The 
business elective allows for the opportunity to partake in an 
internship.   

ARCH 1002: Architecture of the World § No edits 

ARCH 1005: Architecture Fundamentals I § No edits 

ARCH 1008: Construction Materials & Methods § No edits 

ARCH 1010: Intro to Building Physics & 
Sustainability 

§ Program description includes language about previous 
classes, but the course has no perquisites.  The course is an 
elective that students can take to reinforce their abilities with 



vectors and physics.  Course is more of an applied course.  
Intention was to have the class in the 4th semester so that it 
could build on content from other courses.   Course 
description will be modified.   

ARCH 1011: Building Codes & Ordinances § No edits 
ARCH 1012: Intro to Geographic Information 
Systems § No edits 

ARCH 2005: Architecture Fundamentals II § No edits 

ARCH 2015: Construction Documents § No edits 

ARCH 2020: Architectural Design I § No edits 

ARCH 2025: Architectural Design II § No edits 

ARCH 2029: Structures § No edits 

ARCH 2030: CAD 3D Architectural Parametric § The course is actually 3-credits. 

ARCH 2040: Environmental Systems § No edits 

Motion Text  Motion to approve program and courses. 
Who Motioned? Amanda MacTaggart 
Who Seconded? Amy Feest 

Result of Vote For:  14    Against:  0   Abstained:  0 
 

Agenda Item Certificate and Course: Data Analytics 

Reps 
Presentations 

Marsha Bryant and Elizabeth Allen 
§ Certificate and 2 courses. 
§ Only exists at TRCC. 
§ Originally designed as a stand-alone certificate.  Data is becoming a huge part of our lives. The certificate 

requires 4 classes that are all 4 credits each and to be finished in 1 year.   
§ What is the difference between data analytics and data science?  It’s a rapidly evolving field.  Already 

certificate in the system called data science which the certificate requires many more credits.  Data 
Analytics is small in credit load and quicker to learn.  BOR asked for a different name to avoid confusion.  
Data Analytics is more of the first step.  

§ Concern that the certificates are so similar that students may be concerned.  Course catalog description 
needs to be clear about the differences between the two.  Data Analytics is more of a business track.  
Research science and genetics is more of Data Science. 

§ The certificates are stackable with the Data Science Certificate.    
§ The program is not a COT program at this point.     

Discussion 

Data Analytics Certificate 

§ 16 Credits 
§ Requires a statistic course (MAT 129) -which was created for 

students, so they don’t have to take MAT 137.  The Math 
Workgroup is developing a MAT 165 which will be a 4-credit 
course.     

§ Concern about CSC course being changed to 3 credits.  There are 
other courses system wide that can be added to maintain the 
minimum of 16 credits.  

§ Suggestion to add microeconomics course if needed an extra 
course.  

§ What is the overlapping with the Cybernetic Criminology course 
at TxCC?  TxCC’s program is about tracking fraud in banking and 
can feed into the Criminal Justice field.  The certificate could be 
beneficial for for CJ students. 

DTS 203: Elements of Data Science § Has been approved by COT. 

CSC 274: Data Visualization 
§ Currently listed as computer science course but it’s going to be 

changed to a DTS course.   
§ Still going to be used as a computer science elective if need be.   



Motion Text  Motion to approve certificate and course. 
Who Motioned? Amy Feest 
Who Seconded? Carolina Flores 

Result of Vote For: 13   Against:  0   Abstained:  0 
 

House Keeping 
§ Meeting Length: Not going to add times to meeting unless it needs to be.   
§ November 21st Meeting:  COT meeting on 21st looks to be a little daunting.  If there is overlap, we may be able to move through 

them quickly.   
§ Curriculum Review Time Constraints:  Amount of curriculum we are reviewing is increasing.  Time commitment is supposed to 

be 9 hours a week.  Fran urged members to keep track of your time.  If you are doing more than 9 hours, let Fran know.  Concern 
from members that there is not enough time to read all the proposals.  Do we need to develop a buddy system to cover the 
materials?  There is currently a waitlist for the December meetings for programs.  APRC will be meeting in January and February 
to finished.  Fran is trying to prioritize programs, to get them through first, whereas courses only can be left to the spring.  
Endorsement discussion will continue into March. Some members are prioritizing programs if they are their individual campus.  
Should the group have a minimum of amount of feedback from the group?  Managers review feedback every week.  There hasn’t 
been a meeting in which all 17 members give feedback.  Each week many members reviewing and commenting.  Fran is 
comfortable that the group is doing their due diligence in reviewing proposals.  Suggestion to divide curriculum that aligns with 
members teaching discipline and the programs offered on individual campus.   Suggestion to have half the group to review the top 
half of programs, and the other half do the bottom half.   

§ APRC Rock Stars: Amanda, Lourdes, Wanda, Jill, Rebecca, Amy, Jacky, and Bob.     
§ Round #5 Endorsement is November 12th.  This window did not match up with campus meeting times, which may impact the 

feedback.  If this is the case, let Fran know if there is a delay.  ACC has added extra curriculum meeting dates to meet APRC 
deadlines.    

 
Parking Lot 

§ None 

 
Approval Process Updates 

Item Step 
Round #5 Endorsements: Campuses 

 § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
Civic Engagement Certificate § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
ECED: Early Childhood Education (Transfer) A.S Degree § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
ECED: Early Childhood Education (Career) A.S Degree § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
ECED: Early Childhood Credential studies (TAP) A.S Degree § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
ECED: Early Childhood Education Certificate § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
ECED: Administration, Management, and Leadership Certificate § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
ECED: Infant and Toddler Certificate § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
Manchester Campus Harford Hospital Surgical Technology A.S Degree § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
Music Industry A.S Degree § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
Pre-Nutrition Transfer A.S Degree § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 
Veterinary Technology A.S Degree § At Campuses: Feedback Due 11/12/2021 

Round #6 Endorsements: SF ASA CC 
Dental Hygiene A.S Degree §  
Health Care Administration A.S Degree §  

 
Meeting Adjourned 

Motion Text  Meeting Adjourned: 2:03 PM 



Next Meetings 

§ November 5th, 2021: (11:30-2:00): Physics, Hospitality, New Medica Center, Dental Assistant, Paramedic, 
Communication Courses 

§ November 12th, 2021: Automotive CARS Certificate 
§ November 19th, 2021: COT – A LOT of Programs 
§ December 3rd, 2021: (11:00-2:00): Chemistry, Nursing, Paralegal, BOT, Bookkeeping, 
§ December 10th, 2021: (11:00-2:00): Math 

 
 


